120                                   Retail Shops

to 135. These changes have, of course, altered the relative distribu-
tion between the wards. Whereas in 1921 die north, south, east, and
westwards had 86-8 per cent, of all the departments, by 1935 the
proportion had become 76-2 per cent.

An attempt has been made to gauge the shopping facilities avail-
able to the residents in the new and the old wards by calculating the
number of departments per 1,000 families in each of the two groups
of wards. This cannot be done very satisfactorily since neither
housing statistics nor estimates of population are avaikble for the
separate wards. It has, therefore, been necessary to take the 1931
census figures as they stand. On this basis the following results have
been obtained:


	Number of families
	Number ofdepts.
	Number of depts. per 1,000 families

Old wards New wards
	11,385 7,206
	1,645 513
	145 7i

It is apparent that shops are very unevenly distributed over the city;
the difference, in fact, in 1935 between the two groups of wards is
greater than appears from the figures, as the number of families in
the new wards is certainly an underestimate.
The different classes of shop have spread into the new wards fairly
evenly. Since 1921 the redistribution of departments between the
two areas has been as follows: the number in the old wards declined by
4-0 per cent., while those in the new wards almost doubled in number
(2 5yin 1921,513 in 193 5), in 193 5 providing 23 -8 per cent, of all depart-
ments as against 13-2 per cent, in 1921. The number of departments in
the new wards belonging to each of the classes A, B, and C bears much
the same proportion (about 25 per cent.) in all three cases to the total
number of departments in the class; compared with these classes,
class D (books, sports, and amusements) is rather under-represented
and class E (miscellaneous) is slightly over-represented. In view of
the small increase (5 per cent.) in the number of departments in
class B (clothing and personal) in the whole of the city, it is surprising
to find that when the proportion to all the departments in each group
of wards is calculated, departments of this kind were as well repre-
sented in the new wards as in the old, i.e. the proportion is just over
20 per cent, in both cases. There was, in fact, a decline in class B in
three of the four old wards, while in the Cowley and Iffley ward
there was an increase from 5 to 42 and there were also increases,
though much smaller ones, in the other new wards. It must not be
assumed from these figures that the old wards have suffered a decline